Sources and Historiography
While we await the next supplement to the ongoing Dictionary of American Library Biography or a new edition of Wiegand and Davis's Encyclopedia of Library History (and both publications are long overdue for such updating), we will need to be content with smaller efforts. James Cortada provides a very useful introduction to the various methodological questions that confront historians who investigate the broad topic of information history. Cortada notes the essential challenge of both defining what information is and determining how it was used in previous societies. He proposes a number of questions historians will need to ask in order to effectively chart the role of information in earlier times. His essay is an excellent starting point for anyone still learning about this relatively new field of study. 3 Vincent Larivière, Cassidy R. Sugimoto, and Blaise Cronin crafted an informative survey of the history of library and information science going back to the days of Dewey at Columbia College and Katherine Sharp at the University of Illinois. Focusing primarily on the literature of the field, the authors produced a remarkably complex analysis over the past several decades noting prominent journals and topics as they evolved over time. They conclude that especially since the 1960s, the field of LIS has become less insular and much more intertwined with disciplines of computer science and management. 4 Finally, an additional historiographical piece is the previously published biennial essay of historical writings authored by Goedeken. It contains references to over 150 books and articles dealing with the period 2010-11. 5 LIS scholars and students sorely need updates to the two reference works noted above, since they are both at least ten years old (the Encyclopedia is actually twenty years old!). And let us not forget that Davis and Tucker's American Library History: A Comprehensive Guide to the Literature appeared in 1989, with its coverage ending in 1986. Updating these significant reference resources is, of course, a great deal of work, but I trust that some of our young and ambitious scholars will be energetic enough to take on these important tasks. In the meantime, it is my wish that the DALB volumes be digitized; I hope someone can start that process soon.
Special, Private, and Subscription Libraries
Interest in noninstitutional libraries has waxed and waned over the years. At present we are in one of those periods when historical attention is focused elsewhere. Yet despite the relative lack of studies, we still have a nice set of book-length treatments that have appeared in the past couple of years. Robert Post explores the already well-known history of the Smithsonian Institution with a critical look at the various controversies that have arisen over the years with the Smithsonian's displays. His book is especially useful in its assessment of how this great museum has presented historical artifacts to the public and how that public has reacted. Post's book is an excellent study of the intersection between artifact and interpretation that all museums confront. 6 Another well-known specialized library is sponsored by the American Antiquarian Society, a group that has been around for over two centuries. Philip Gura has written a detailed history of that august organization, which for so many years has carefully collected and preserved the primary sources that tell the story of our nation's early years. Not quite as old but easily as famous, Chicago's Newberry Library is the subject of a highly illustrated volume produced in celebration of the Newberry's 125th anniversary in 2012. Not to be outdone, the National Library of Medicine sanctioned a similarly exquisitely illustrated book in recognition of the 175 years since its founding in 1836, when it consisted of only one shelf of books in the Surgeon General's office. 7 These works, although not representing overly sophisticated historiography, do provide good general information on these important special libraries. Needless to say, there is plenty of opportunity here for more in-depth analysis of the role these libraries played in the larger information context. Alea Henle traces the contributions that Hannah Mather Crocker made in collecting, preserving, and then making available to future generations the private library built up by generations of the Mather family beginning with Richard in the early seventeenth century. Hannah Crocker (1752-1829) was a remarkable woman for her time, sophisticated in her knowledge of books and reading and their importance to the culture of the early Republic. The careful preservation and organization of the Mather library was entrusted to her as the last living descendant of that famous family, and Crocker negotiated with the American Antiquarian Society and bequeathed her namesake's library to its care. Henle's history helps shed light on books and private libraries as they existed in the early nineteenth century. 8 Most of us who were in library school thirty years ago remember the special library devoted to library and information science connected with the school. Over the past few decades many of these have ceased to exist as stand-alone libraries and have been folded into the larger parent collection. Susan Searing traces the rise and fall of these library school libraries in the United States and provides a research agenda for future scholars to extend her investigation. Jennifer Frazier provides a concise yet informative history of the Kentucky State Law Library. Finally, the origins and contents of the "Pigskin Library" cherished by Theodore Roosevelt are explained in a recent article in the Theodore Roosevelt Association Journal. Prior to leaving for Africa after he left office in 1909, Roosevelt's sister Corinne delighted him with a set of his favorite books bound in pigskin so they could withstand the rigors of transatlantic travel. This unique private collection was donated to Harvard's Houghton Library's Theodore Roosevelt Collection in 2002.
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Public Libraries
Traditionally, this part of the essay contains a large number of items, and such is the case this time as well. It seems that our fascination with the public library and its salient role in American culture has yet to abate. Below we will consider a combination of special issues, single articles, and book-length studies.
Library 13 All in all, this is a valuable collection of historical assessments and certainly welcome. All too often state libraries are the stepchildren of the other library types when it comes to historical treatments, and their role within each state is too important to justify this neglect.
Moving on to book-length studies, we come to one of the more interesting books on public libraries that I have seen in quite a while. Oriel Prizeman's Philanthropy and Light presents a fascinating study of the role light played in the architecture and function of the early Carnegie libraries that appeared during the latter part of the nineteenth century in America and Great Britain. Prizeman weaves a sophisticated analysis of light-whether it is natural or artificial-and how it differed from one part of a library to another. Light could be used to assist surveillance or to entice patrons to frequent one part of the library more than others. Frankly, this is a highly unusual work on nineteenth-century public libraries and deserves more attention than it has received so far from architectural and social library historians. It very well may be one of the most significant books to appear on public libraries so far in the current century. 15 Carnegie libraries have occupied the attention of library historians for quite a while, but Susan Swetnam charts new territory with her account of Americans in the western states seeking grants for new libraries in the intermountain West during the first two decades of the twentieth century. Relying on correspondence, local newspaper stories, and other secondary sources, Swetnam shows how various communities across this vast expanse of territory struggled to acquire a public library to buttress the fledgling community's attractiveness as a place to live in the mostly unsettled West before World War I. It is good to see a university press support this rather specialized research topic and broaden the audience for library history. 16 The government of the United States is the largest publisher in the world, and one of its more impressive products is the venerable Serial Set, which began publication in 1817 and has grown to over fifteen thousand volumes. Andrea Sevetson has edited a valuable collection of essays by over a dozen authors exploring various aspects of this remarkable primary resource. Replete with photographs and other accompanying materials, Sevetson's volume provides a readable and thorough summary of the Serial Set's contents and evolution. 17 Beyond the book-length studies and the thematic journal issues is an array of other shorter histories of public libraries and librarianship that appeared in 2012 and 2013. The topic of children and youth librarianship has received a moderate amount of attention this time around. Lesley Farmer traces the history of youth services in public libraries from its beginnings in the nineteenth century up to the present in her edited work, Youth-Serving Libraries in Japan, Russia, and the United States. In her own chapter, Farmer includes a nice summary of school libraries, an area of American librarianship that is woefully underexplored in the literature. 18 Anne Carroll Moore, one of the early champions of children's libraries, was involved in more than just librarianship. Marianne Martens's recent study outlines Moore's contributions as a literary agent who assisted the publishing efforts of some of the best-known children's literature authors, including such luminaries as Beatrix Potter and Walter de la Mare. Beyond the written word, the impact of radio on children's reading choices and habits is analyzed by Cindy Welch in her insightful essay on the role of children's librarians as broadcasters during the two decades prior to World War II. Finally, Barbara Bader describes the early youth programming at the Cleveland and Pittsburgh Public Libraries in her piece in Horn Book. 19 Although I noted above that school libraries have been consistently underrepresented in the historical literature, I must admit that this negligence may be coming to an end. Two more short pieces on this library type must be noted here. Sarah Buchanan takes the long view with her impressive historical survey of school libraries going all the way back to Greek and Roman libraries. She takes her story up to the present day, commenting especially on the importance of library design to promote function. Jonathan Jeffrey, who has written extensively on Kentucky library history, turns his attention to the little-known world of the Sunday school library in rural Butler County, Kentucky. Kentucky Libraries, the source of Jeffrey's article, has been a longtime forum for numerous articles on Kentucky library history.
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A non-library science history journal is the source for Maurice C. York's well-written account of the first hundred years of the North Carolina State Library. It is always good for the craft of library history when its audience is expanded beyond the usual publications. Another unusual source for public library history is represented by Siobhan Fitzpatrick's description of the founding and early years of the James Library in Madison, New Jersey, which appeared in the 2013 volume of Pioneer America Society Transactions. The James Library began its life in 1899 as a result of the philanthropic work of the wealthy Willis James.
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Other aspects of public library history that received attention include Jason Vance's remarkable story of how Kentucky librarians, funded by the Works Progress Administration, used pack horses and mules to carry reading materials to rural citizens living isolated in the Appalachian Mountains during the Great Depression. The issue of public health and the role public libraries have had as purveyors of medical information is explored by Ellen Rubenstein, who reviews the contents of Library Journal and the Bulletin of the Medical Library Association over the span of many decades to assess the successes and failures of public library information services relating to health matters. 22 Rounding out this section are two rather different historical pieces. Scott Nicholson takes us on a tour of gaming in public (and also academic) libraries over the past 150 years. It is sometimes easy to overlook how long libraries have provided this sort of amusement to their patrons. Nicholson's work makes an important contribution to our historical understanding of this forgotten aspect of public librarianship. Finally, David Brodherson explains how public librarians actively pursued procuring public art for their buildings beginning in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Over time the Library of Congress and the New York Public Library established entire departments for the acquisition and management of pictures and related visual materials. 23 The public library presents a vast and complex landscape of widely varying institutions differing geographically and in a myriad of other ways. Yet, we still know so little about how they operated within their respective communities. We need more studies of individual libraries, as well as regional treatments such as that done by Wiegand a couple of years back with his research on a small, targeted selection of midwestern libraries.
Academic Libraries
The countryside is still dotted with hundreds of postsecondary institutions, all possessing their own library, although these libraries are not as numerous as their public counterparts. This time we have only one book-length study but are blessed with a nice set of shorter articles. The half-centennial of Notre Dame's Hesburgh Library is celebrated in a relatively brief and richly illustrated volume edited by Bill Schmitt and published by the University of Notre Dame Press. As is the case with many of these types of works, the Schmitt history has no bibliography, but its narrative can serve as a good starting point for a more sophisticated study. 24 At the end of the public library section I had mentioned the need for more regional studies of that library type. We are fortunate that Patrick Valentine has admirably constructed a very valuable statewide history of late nineteenth-century libraries in North Carolina. Over the years, Valentine has published a number of deeply researched and well-crafted articles, and his latest offering must be considered among his best. (Indeed, the endnotes comprise nearly half the length of the entire article!) Along with an obvious nod to the school at Chapel Hill, Valentine also provides a thorough assessment of the many other smaller colleges and institutions that developed libraries during the Gilded Age. Valentine's methodology and research base can readily serve as an excellent model for similar investigations in other states. 25 Cheryl Gunselman and Elizabeth Blakesley reconstruct the debate about library instruction that occupied the pages of Library Journal and other publications in the second and third decades of the past century when John Cotton Dana and Vassar professor Lucy Maynard Salmon entered into a spirited conversation about the role of librarians versus teaching faculty in teaching students how to use library resources. Many of the same issues about library instruction are still very current today. Equally useful is David Jones's survey of how research library collections grew between 1945 and 1979. Jones reviews how contemporary library directors viewed their collections and the role they played in supporting American dominance in the world during the tense Cold War years. Along with Jones's study, we should note the final installment of Hendrik Edelman's three-part history of the Dutch publisher Nijhoff's impact on the growth of these same research library collections. 26 Recent histories of individual academic libraries include Susan Ryan's exploration of the efforts Stetson University made during the first decade of the twentieth century to acquire Carnegie funding for its campus library. We know a great deal more about Carnegie's public library funding efforts than we do about his support of academic libraries. Yet Carnegie's generosity was visited upon over one hundred institutions, including Stetson University. Audra Bellmore provides a useful survey of the history of the Zimmerman Library at the University of New Mexico. I am especially pleased that Bellmore's account appeared in a non-library science journal, New Mexico Historical Review. As I have said many times before, the broader we can cast our scholarship net beyond library and information science publications, the more well known our historical writings will become. Wherever possible, we need to place our investigations with publications that help inform the wider public of libraries and their history. 27 Academic libraries are often made up of smaller, more specialized units that support specific subject areas. Many times the larger history of a university library can be greatly assisted by these more focused studies. Thus we have, for example, two recent assessments of Harvard's Fine Arts Library. Amanda Bowen traces the development of art libraries at Harvard over the past century with her history of the Fogg Art Museum Library, which began in 1895. Another set of essays celebrates the fifty years that have passed since the incorporation into the Fogg Library of the artsrelated publications originally housed in Harvard's Widener Library. 
Library Associations
Librarians are joiners and over the past century have been strong proponents for associations at various levels: state, regional, national, and international. Histories of those associational activities are not plentiful, but they do keep appearing. The eighty-fifth anniversary of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), not the oldest association but certainly the one with the most global composition, is recognized by Jeffrey M. Wilhite's extensive history and chronology. Covering the period from IFLA's beginnings in 1927 through 2012, Wilhite provides a detailed summary of many of the organization's annual sessions. To date, this is the most comprehensive study of IFLA, its leaders, and its programs to be published so far. 30 The 1928 ALA meeting at the West Baden Springs Hotel in Indiana is recounted as part of a thematic issue of Indiana Libraries devoted to the history of that hotel and Indiana libraries. Jean Preer and Lydia Spotts explore the background to ALA's selection of the hotel for its annual meeting and summarize the major participants and their actions at the meeting. This would be the last ALA meeting held in Indiana and the last one held at a resort hotel. Larger cities and their hotels would become the sites for all future ALA annual conferences. The 1933-34 Chicago World's Fair and the ALA is the topic of Hal Grossman's informative study. The Great Depression had not been kind to the finances of the American Library Association, and even though the conference was held in Chicago, home of the ALA, the difficulties the association had in presenting a good picture of libraries and librarianship is detailed by Grossman in his well-written essay. It is interesting to compare the contributions the ALA made to the 1893 Columbian Exposition with the efforts made at a similar type of event forty years later. At the state level, Wayne Onkst describes the seventy-five-year history of the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives in a brief sketch.
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Library and Information Science (LIS) Education
The field of library and information science education has seen a great deal of change over the last several years. We now have a confusing array of descriptions for these educational entities, including schools of library and information science, schools of information science, schools of information, and schools of information embedded within larger academic units. How many other disciplines in academia operate under such a welter of names? Making sense of all of this is a large task, yet it needs to be confronted by historians who will, I hope, sort it all out over time. Toward that end, this publishing cycle yielded a small set of wellwritten contributions.
The Library Quarterly is the source for Steven Witt's informative account of the ALA's Paris Library School's transformation from a training school focused on educating French librarians after World War I to a more internationally focused institution by the end of the 1920s. The Paris Library School would lay the foundation for the later transnational approach reflected in the new organization, IFLA, which was created in 1927. Joseph Turrini traces the evolution of archival education at Wayne State University after World War II. In his essay, Turrini explains how archival training at Wayne State was influenced by both the public history and library science departments at that institution and how it was able to emerge as an interdisciplinary program by early in the current century. Finally, using bibliometric analysis, Craig S. Finlay and colleagues analyzed over 3,200 LIS dissertations produced between 1930 and 2009 to see how often certain library-related words appeared in titles and abstracts. Common words such as library, catalog, collection development, and reference were queried to see how often they appeared over those decades. The authors found that the percentage of times those words were found in titles and abstracts had declined significantly from 1930 to 2009. Whether this decline represents a shift in the research emphases of contemporary LIS doctoral students or simply reflects how the language that describes libraries and librarianship has changed remains unresolved. But it is clear that the words we have traditionally applied to what libraries do no longer apply. 
Feminist, Ethnic, and Multicultural Librarianship
The number of writings in this section wax and wane over the years, and this time we have only a few entries, and all of them focus on the African American library experience. The influence of E. J. Josey, easily one of the most prominent African American librarians of the late twentieth century, is recognized in a new book devoted to race and librarianship in the current century. Building on the earlier volumes of The Black Librarian in America, edited by Josey and published in 1970 and 1994, the new collection features essays by over fifty current librarians that examine numerous aspects of multicultural librarianship in America.
Although not necessarily historical in nature, these contributions provide an important perspective on the nonwhite library experience in our culture. Another collection of essays explores the history of African American print culture from the colonial period up to the Harlem Renaissance in the early twentieth century. This is an exceedingly valuable collection and essential for a better understanding of this emerging field of print culture studies. 33 Shane Hand narrates the story of the types of books that New Orleans public librarians made available to the white children who came through their doors. Hand reviews the racial tones of these books and also sets his essay within the larger racial context of the South during the first third of the twentieth century. The concept of whiteness and what it meant to southern society in the pre-Civil Rights era is a fascinating topic that deserves much more attention. Using both primary and secondary sources, Michele Fenton illuminates the history of the Cherry Street Branch of the Evansville Public Library, which opened in 1914 to serve the African American community of that city. Rounding out this section, Ana Guthrie, Frances Ba, and Cheryl Wilcher briefly survey the history of Florida's historical black academic libraries, while Rebecca Hunt provides an overview of the most prominent African American library leaders of the past 150 years.
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Technical Services, Preservation, and Technology
The world of library technical services and the assorted technologies that undergird the library's role as mediator between patrons and their information needs continues to intrigue scholars. Fran Miksa displays his deep knowledge of catalogs and cataloging in his magisterial survey of American cataloging since the mid-nineteenth century for a 2012 issue of Library Trends. Tracing the evolution of the catalog, as well as the theoretical underpinnings for modern cataloging practice from the days of Cutter through Otlet and Lubetzky to the present, Miksa's essay is a tour de force of erudition that captures within the space of twentyfive pages the entire rich history of American library cataloging over the past 150 years. Colin Higgins focuses his essay more closely on the development of the LC classification system during the decades that bracketed the time of Teddy Roosevelt in the early twentieth century. Higgins notes that the Library of Congress created its system to help handle the large influx of books that were arriving in crates at the Library of Congress and was not designed to reflect any larger epistemological approach to knowledge management. 35 How technical services departments have changed during the last half of the twentieth century is a good topic for study. And from the title of Mary S. Laskowski and Jennifer A. Maddox Abbott's article, "The Evolution of Technical Services: Learning from the Past and Embracing the Future," one would think a true historical survey was at hand. Alas, such was not the case. Instead of discussing the broader picture of technical services developments since World War II, the authors instead presented a much more focused study on how technical services evolved at the University of Illinois. Laskowski and Abbott do a fine job with what they say, but it would have been better if their article title more aptly described the actual content of their essay. Nevertheless, since the University of Illinois was led by Hugh Atkinson and Michael Gorman for significant portions of this time period, even this narrow focus repays the reader with useful historical information. It should be noted that the University of Illinois is also the subject of Beth Sandore Namachchivaya's account, published in Library Hi Tech, that explains how that large academic library accommodated the advent of the Internet during the past thirty years. 36 The Namachchivaya article cited above was part of a special issue of Library Hi Tech devoted to an examination of the past thirty years of information technology in libraries. Not all the essays that constituted the issue were historically oriented. Besides Namachchivaya's piece, there was also Michael Lesk's ruminations on the development of digital libraries. Michael Seadle surveyed the broad history of how information technology has evolved since 1985, while William Arms took a new look at digital libraries in their embryonic stage during the decade of the 1990s. Of particular interest to historians is the transcript of an interview the journal editors had with Clifford Lynch, one of the most prominent thinkers in today's library landscape. 37 Additional historical treatments of the technological world include Kristi L. Berg, Thomas Seymour, and Richa Goel's summary of how databases have evolved as a result of the advent of the computer beginning in the 1960s. Andrew Abbott investigates the use of concordances and their relationship to encouraging the production of scholarship about specific authors in his article, "Googles of the Past," for the journal Social Science History. The background to how the Internet was constructed is the topic of Raf Guns's "Tracing the Origins of the Semantic Web." Although Guns's article is rather technical, he explains the basics of web technology and how it evolved into its current sprawling arrangement. Finally, Robert V. Williams, who has written extensively on the history of technology and libraries, provides a brief informative review of the history and growth of the publications that support the research of the American Society for Information Science and Technology.
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Biography
To a certain extent, the entire history of libraries and librarianship is made up of biographical accounts of what people do. Nevertheless, this section usually consists of those accounts that seem to be especially biographical in nature. Only one book-length study appeared during 2012-13, and it is a reprint. Curtis Wright's 1988 biography of Jesse Shera, originally published as number 5 in Brigham Young University's School of Information Science Occasional Research Paper series, has been reissued by Library Juice Press with a new foreword by Kathryn La Barre. Wright's account remains the only lengthy study of Shera ever published, and it is only 126 pages long. Certainly it is time for a new scholar to step up and craft a modern biography of the multitalented Shera, who played such a significant role in post-World War II librarianship. 39 Alston Plummer Jones, Jr., who has written extensively on the immigrant experience and public libraries, provides two new biographical essays on prominent public librarians of the early twentieth century. In 2012 he reviewed the career of Jane Maud Campbell (1869 Campbell ( -1947 , who labored in the public libraries of Newark, New Jersey, and Lynchburg, Virginia. The next year he published an interesting assessment of Eleanor Ledbetter's career leading the Broadway Branch of the Cleveland Public Library during the first half of the twentieth century. Ledbetter was recognized internationally for her work as a bibliographer for Polish literature. Jones's scholarship is impeccable; he worked tirelessly to capture and interpret the early twentieth-century immigrant library experience for the rest of us. 40 The life and activities of Melvil Dewey are profiled in a short chapter by Joshua Kendall contained in a larger collection of essays focused on those individuals whose energy and talents made an impact on the history of this country. Kendall does not say much that is new and relies for the most part on the writings of Wayne Wiegand for his information. Nevertheless, Kendall's book contains chapters on other noteworthy Americans such as Jefferson, Kinsey, Estée Lauder, and Ted Williams, so it does put Dewey in some interesting and famous company. Edited by Alistair Black and Charles van den Heuvel, this festschrift contains well-known authors in the field of information science and technology and its history such as Blaise Cronin, Colin Burke, and Michael Buckland, just a few of the more than two dozen researchers and historians who contributed articles to the volume. This is an important collection for both the quality of the articles and the topics they treat in the history of information science and technology over the past half century. 42 Laura Wilkerson examines the intertwining lives of Lura Slaughter and Mary Ahern in a brief study that appeared in Indiana Libraries. Ahern was the leader of the ALA when West Baden, Indiana, was chosen as the site for the 1928 annual meeting. Slaughter was actively involved in Indiana libraries during that same period and worked with Ahern on association events. Tina Jayroe sheds light on the remarkable career of Helen L. Brownson, who was instrumental in expanding access to government funding for information science research during her years at the 
Reading, Printing, and Publishing
The last three sections of this review essay usually contain many more monographic treatments than the earlier sections, and such is the case again this time. The history of reading, printing, and publishing continues to generate a goodly amount of writings, and the titles mentioned below are by no means a comprehensive tallying of the output for 2012 and 2013. Nevertheless, these works are fine representatives of the current state of the art.
A good place to start is with a well-done collection of essays edited by Christine Pawley and Louise S. Robbins in their Libraries and the Reading Public in Twentieth-Century America. This is the latest volume in the University of Wisconsin Press's Print Culture History in Modern America and certainly is a worthy addition to that series. Pawley and Robbins have captured more than a dozen presentations from the 2010 Library Seminar XII that focused on research stemming from public library circulation data gathered by Wayne Wiegand in preparation for his 2011 paper "Main Street Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, ." For this essay, space limits a more extensive review of this important collection, and so I urge anyone interested in learning more about how circulation data can be used to assist us in understanding the role of libraries in the lives of their patrons to consult Pawley and Robbins's book. 45 A solid survey of the history of the book is provided by an updated version of David Finkelstein A Global History. These two books are essential resources for the novice book historian. Also mention should be made of Christine Bold's volume in the Oxford History of Popular Print Culture that treats the American publishing experience from 1860 to 1920. Bold's collection contains more than two dozen scholarly essays, which examine a variety of printed sources ranging from dime novels to postcards and everything in between. 46 The early book trade in America has started to receive some attention by historians, as is reflected in some recent publications. John Hruschka explores the development of the German and English book trade beginning in the Colonial period and carries his story up to the end of the nineteenth century. More geographically focused histories include Steven Smith's account of bookselling in New York during the early years of the Republic, while S. C. Arndt explains the early history of the book trade in the Baltimore area during the same period. Criminal aspects of the book business are the subject of Travis McDade's fascinating account of book thievery in New York during the twentieth century. 47 Alfred Reisch has written a large study of how the CIA provided financial support for the distribution of Western-authored texts into areas controlled by the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Spanning the period from 1941 to 1991, Reisch's history is notable for its detail and its expansive multicountry coverage. This is truly a seminal work in the field of post-World War II Eastern European book history. Building on the work of John Y. Cole, Helen Smith tells the fascinating tale of the creation and distribution of the Armed Services Editions by the Council on Books in Wartime. Although designed to be disposable and to endure only as long as the war lasted, the Arms Services Editions have survived in collections and remain a valuable resource for historians of book culture during World War II. 48 Periodical publications have played a significant role in informing America's citizens for most of our history. Jared Gardner tours the history of the popular American magazine beginning with eighteenthcentury Colonial publications and ending with those that appeared in the decades prior to the Civil War. Specific titles that received attention recently include Keith Collins's history of the venerable Christian Science Monitor. Also of interest are two coffee table books replete with photographs, one telling the story of Hollywood's Variety newspaper, the other capturing the history and impact of famous fashion magazine W. Also, scientific publications receive their due with John Carey's explanation of how those journals got started and how their development has influenced information networks that were in place at that time. 49 In addition to the book-length treatments, there are a number of smaller studies devoted to various serial publications that came out in 2012 and 2013. Nearly every state has its own local history publication (and some states, such as Iowa, have more than one). One of the most famous is the Wisconsin Magazine of History, published in Madison. Ryan Schumaker investigates the history of this well-known journal within the context of other state historical society publications produced in this country. Over the years the medical library community has sustained an interest in the history of their profession. Two recent essays review the role of medical journals in the dissemination of health information. Myrl Ebert looks at the early history of the medical periodical before 1850, while Mark E. Funk reveals the impact of both the Bulletin and the Journal of the Medical Library Association. The digital distribution of journal content has a relatively young life, but as this century progresses it starts to possess some historical features that are examined in David J. Solomon's informative piece. 50 David McKitterick, one of our foremost contemporary scholars on the history of the book, published an interesting treatise on the topic of book preservation in the light of current digitization efforts. His concern is balancing our need for digital access with our concomitant need to preserve original formats. G. Thomas Tanselle, probably our foremost contemporary scholar in the field of bibliography, recently gathered together some of the most significant essays he crafted over the past half-century and has made them available in a single volume. Rima D. Apple, Gregory J. Downey, and Stephen L. Vaughn have collected a number of essays that consider the historical contours of science publishing, while Sarah Ogilvie shares her extensive knowledge about the history of the Oxford English Dictionary. Along those same lines, Jeff Loveland reflects on the growth of the European encyclopedia between 1690 and 1840. The indefatigable scholar Nicholas Basbanes turns his attention-and his strong narrative skills-to a sprightly written history of paper and its development over the past two millennia. Finally, Ben Kafka tackles the mundane subject of paperwork and its essential role in a smoothly functioning society. An important topic indeed when one considers that our earliest preserved writings are the financial transaction records of the Sumerians! 51 Wrapping up this section, we have John Hoover's portrayal of how books have been used as movie props during the first two-thirds of the twentieth century. Carol Tilley explains the impact of Fredric Wertham's 1954 book Seduction of the Innocent, which blamed children's access to comic books for many of the societal ills that plagued America's youth in the years after World War II. The impact of reading on the morals of young people, especially girls, is also the topic of Emily HamiltonHoney's essay on series fiction for girls published between 1890 and 1950. Patrick Charles sheds light on the relatively neglected area of legal advertising in periodicals during the period between 1940 and 1970. Finally, Blaise Cronin, who has spent much of his career investigating questions surrounding author acknowledgments and their part in scholarly communication, adds some further insights into the scientific and artistic worlds and how they differ in recognizing collaborative authorship.
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History of Information
This is a new section for the review and reflects the growing literature that addresses the historical nature of information. Traditionally, this review has focused on the history of libraries and librarianship with an emphasis on the library as a societal agency within America's culture, along with an acknowledgment of the importance of the book and its related histories. Over the past two decades, however, a movement in our profession has been under way that broadens the historical narrative, taking into account the role of information as a discrete entity that can be investigated from a historical standpoint. This recent evolution in what we consider fair game for our research has caused, for example, the renaming of the profession's two most prominent history journals, with each now incorporating the word "information" into its title: Information & Culture and Library & Information History. The Americanoriented aspects of information history have begun to appear rather often in Information & Culture, clearly reflecting the reason for its name change. This new literature in some respects defies the usual categories for this biennial review, so they have ended up in this new section. Future review essays will more than likely adjust where these types of articles are ultimately placed.
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For a person used to viewing the history of libraries and librarianship from the standpoint of the library as a societal agency, the history of information presents a much broader canvas to contemplate. The articles noted below represent some recent efforts to capture the variety of ways information has been used by American citizens over the years.
Building on research conducted by William Aspray and Barbara M. Hayes, Sara Wimberley and Jessica McClean explore the informationseeking behavior behind a simple trip to the grocery store. Wimberley and McClean begin their story a century ago and trace the average consumer's experience with acquiring food for the home over the decades. This is a sophisticated essay set within a context of social science theory and is certainly worthy of attention for future scholars interested in how people use information in their daily lives.
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Information and how it is manipulated, interpreted, and written about undergirds so much of our cultural past. Examples of the complexity of information's role are shown in Megan Finn's analysis of the 1857 earthquake at Fort Tejon, California. Finn describes in fine detail how Californians found out about the earthquake and what they did with this knowledge. Through Finn's careful research we have a picture of the information infrastructure in place at the nineteenth-century midpoint. In another well-written piece, Hamid R. Ekbia and Venkata Ratnadeep Suri explain how information surrounding incidents during the Dustbowl 1930s and the maintenance of railroad rate tables have been used by historians to create a narrative of those times. The authors show how historians put together numerous pieces of information in new and creative ways to help craft new interpretations of historical events. Ekbia and Suri's article is a blend of information history and the philosophy of history and is a valuable addition to the literature. Colin Agur traces the use of wiretapping and other types of telephonic surveillance from the late nineteenth century up to 1968. Although we sometimes think that such activity has only recent origins, Agur assures us that almost from the beginning of the telephone there have been efforts to use its communicative attributes for spying on American citizens. A sobering essay indeed!
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The width and breadth of topics eligible for information history know few bounds. Other examples of recent essays falling within this new paradigm include Rebecca Slayton's synthesis of the complex history of electrical grids on the well-being of our nation's economic and social infrastructure. The obvious subject of computers and computing within the framework of information history is treated in two recent articles. Patricia Galloway, senior faculty of the University of Texas School of Information, examines the theoretical and historical background to contemporary computer programming. Meanwhile, David Gugerli takes an informed look at the development of relational database systems in the early 1970s. Historians outside the field of library and information science have already begun producing work that incorporates information history into their analyses. For example, Timothy Wolters, who teaches history at Iowa State University, recently produced a study of shipboard communication processes in the United States Navy during the first half of the twentieth century. Another historian, John A. Britton, from Francis Marion University in South Carolina, explains how the communication systems that emerged in the 1860s and 1870s were instrumental in fostering the exchange of information in the Western Hemisphere during the latter half of the nineteenth century. 58 The social aspects of media and how information is communicated are explored in two recent books that both take the long historical view in their accounts: William Bernstein's Masters of the World and Tom Standage's Writing on the Wall.
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These two books show how the field of information history has deep roots indeed.
General Studies
This part of the review usually contains items that do not fit comfortably into any of the foregoing sections but that still deserve attention. An example is Patrick Valentine's ambitious history of libraries and book culture from the Sumerians to the present day. In less than two hundred pages Valentine traverses the centuries of librarianship across the continents. Deeply researched and smoothly written, Valentine's contribution merits close study. There is plenty here to stimulate future research in a multitude of directions. Along with Valentine's scholarly treatment, one can also benefit from James Campbell's well-illustrated volume, replete with numerous photographs of our world's most magnificent library buildings. 60 The American Society for Information Science and Technology recently celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary, and in recognition of this a preconference was held in 2012. The papers from that event were published as a separate volume and contain a valuable collection of historical and interpretive essays beginning with a keynote address by W. Boyd Rayward. This is a worthy collection of contributions that assess the impact of the ASIS&T on the field of librarianship and information science. 61 As historians by interest and avocation, we have no shortage of help along those lines. James Banner, a former Princeton historian and founder of the American Association for the Advancement of the Humanities, provides an overview of the profession of history in today's multidisciplinary world. His book is an insightful introduction to the world of history as a way of life in academia. Eileen Ka-May Cheng surveys the history of historical writing, often referred to as "historiography," in her introductory guide. The impact of the contemporary digital environment for historians is explored in two recent essay collections: Toni Weller's History in the Digital Age and Jack Dougherty and Kristen Nawrotzki's Writing History in the Digital Age. Finally, for those unfamiliar with the theoretical aspects of historical knowledge, Nancy Partner and Sarah Foot have edited the SAGE Handbook of Historical Theory, which contains nearly thirty articles examining various aspects of that complex topic. 62 Before I turn to shorter article-length studies, there are some additional longer works that need mentioning. John Buschman, whose scholarly output is impressive and ceaseless, has published a new book that continues his exploration of the library in American society. Buschman is one of our more thoughtful historians and brings to his writing a strong philosophical orientation seasoned with a solid historical perspective. Another well-known researcher is Luciano Floridi, who has written extensively on the role of information in the modern world. His most recent work looks at the question of ethics in the dissemination of information. Although his book is necessarily complex in its presentation, Floridi is a major theorist in the field of information science, and his observations certainly merit attention. 63 Finishing up this part, we have a rather unusual text that reviews the history of American library humor. With chapters on such humorists as Norman Stevens and Will Manley, Jeannette Smith shows how librarians have had a sense of humor dealing with the various stereotypes that have been with our profession in this country since its onset in the nineteenth century. Moving away a bit from traditional library history, we have two books that focus on museums and archives. The first, by Andrea Burns, reviews the history of African American museums that were created as a result of the 1960s and 1970s civil rights movement. The second provides a very interesting history of how America's involvement in the colonization of the Philippines spurred archival development in that colonial state during the early years of the twentieth century. 64 Shorter essays this time around have treated a variety of topics. Tanya Clement, Wendy Hagenmaier, and Jennie Levine Knies write on the future of archives as a collaborative site where librarians, humanists, and archivists can work to promote and protect valuable resources for upcoming generations of scholars. R. Joseph Anderson provides a history of the development of science archives in the period after World War II as scientific communication grew in importance, especially after Sputnik in 1957. Larry Carey focuses on a specific site, the Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York University, and traces its development over the past thirty-five years. 65 Philosophical and methodological aspects of the history of our profession continue to appear with regularity. Sara Gray investigates what it means to be a professional librarian in contemporary times by looking at our professional roots from the previous century. This is a far-ranging essay that covers the influence of Dewey, Shera, Otlet, and Ranganathan, among many others. Ryan Shaw explains how the organizing approach modern historians take in making sense of their primary materials can inform those who study information and how it was used in our past. Andrew Russell presents a rather fascinating study of how the concept of modular design-originally created to make computers work more efficiently-can be applied to the larger field of historiography as a way of helping historians make sense of information as a basic aspect of the human condition. 66 The larger question of libraries in American society has been the subject of two separate articles recently published in Library Quarterly by Paul T. Jaeger, Ursula Gorham, Lindsay C. Sarin, and John Carlo Bertot. Both articles rely on a historical context and certainly merit reading by anyone interested in learning more about how libraries and public policy intersect in our culture. Meredith McGill surveys the complex history of copyright and intellectual property in the Western world going back to the nineteenth century in Great Britain and moving up to the present time. McGill's essay contains a useful review of the most significant contemporary literature describing the evolution of copyright, especially in the latter part of the twentieth century. Finally, Karen Gracy examines the path that historians and preservationists have taken over the past century to preserve the fragile contents of our film heritage.
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Conclusion
Like the blind men describing an elephant, the history of how humans have interacted with information over the centuries has generated a wide range of approaches to its study. William Aspray, in an insightful recent essay, reflects on the numerous ways historians have come to grips with the amorphous field of information. Noting that information history does not enjoy an agreed-upon core literature or even a consistent methodology, Aspray describes six subdisciplines that are currently in vogue: book and publishing history, archival history, computing history, communication history, information studies history, and library history. 68 The history of libraries and librarianship, which has traditionally been the focus of this review essay, has expanded its purview over the years and has incorporated, for example, scholarship relating to book and reading history. The history of information is so broad that we are in danger of being overwhelmed by the sheer vastness of a subject that is so pervasive and so ill defined that it may become nearly impossible for its history to be written. Nevertheless, the evolution of libraries has been a long one, and I am confident that over time historians will be able to successfully produce a story of how humans created, used, and preserved our information heritage to inform future generations.
